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Chapter One

Social Science as History

What follows is a historical study of intellectuals and the social sciences, or better, of the intellectual as
social scientist, in Japan from the 1890s roughly to the present. But | wish to begin with a Russian parable
based on a minor character in a novel by Leo Tolstoy.

The novel is Anna Karenin, the character is Sergei Ivanich Koznyshev. Koznyshev is a city intellectual, a
social type of whom Tolstoy was none too fond. Unlike his half-brother Konstantin Levin, Koznyshev takes
the institution of the zemstvo land assembly seriously, even, on occasion, upbraiding the great landowner
and splrltual pilgrim for |gnor|ng h|s political responsibilities. This, we are shown is somewhat unfair to
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